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it was not admitted that a man-at-arms could fight in
any other way but on horseback. The cavalry alone
really formed the army.

However, from the fourteenth century, erery time
that these knights came in collision with the foot-
soldiers, who were regularly organized, it was the
knights who were beaten; beaten by the English arch-
ers (even by inferior numbers) at Crecy, at Poitiers
and at Agincourt; beaten by the Swiss at Morgarten,
Sempach, Granson, Moret; beaten by the janizaries
at Nicopolis and Varna; beaten by the bourgeois of
Ghent and Bruges. We are ready to believe that
the knights gave way only before bullets and balls.
But two centuries before artillery had become for-
midable the English with the bow, the janizaries with
the yataghan, and the Swiss with the pike, were quite
sufficient to conquer the knights. The men of that time
could not comprehend how the foot-soldiers could be
triumphant over that brilliant corps of knights formed
of the most noble, the most courageous and the most
experienced men. However, nothing is more easy of
explanation.

The knights taken separately were very brave sol-
diers, but they made a detestable army. In covering
themselves with an armor that was strong enough to
save them from the risk of being killed, each one had
thought only of protecting himself. The armor did
indeed prevent them from being killed, but it did not
prevent them from being dismounted, and in a battle a
man on the ground under his horse was little better
than a dead man. The knights were equipped as if they
were to fight alone; that is precisely the reason why